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J oel Leon Roth, age 88, beloved father, friend, and

philanthropist, passed away March 30, 2025.

Joel was born to Louis and Irene Roth in Cleveland, Ohio.

Joel earned his MBA from New York University and worked at companies including Proctor &
Gamble, Ernst & Ernst (now EY), and Gulf and Western. In the early 1970s, he began buying
companies in the southeast. One of those companies was Fulton Supply, which operated in

Atlanta, and eventually, Stone Mountain. Joel was acutely business-minded, having authored two
books on the subject of cost savings in business.

A more devoted friend to animals would be hard to find. Joel dearly loved his dog, Sasha, whom
he adopted from the Atlanta Humane Society, an entity that he regularly patronized. He was a
lover of creatures great and small.

Joel had an interest in making lives better in any way he could. In 2022, Joel committed $20
million to support a leadership institute designed to prepare students for increasingly complex
global challenges. He partnered with the National 4-H Council to create the Roth Scholarship,

which provides 25 high school students with mentorship on employability skills that business
leaders seek.

Joel’s legacy is his giving heart, whether it was helping two-legged or four-legged souls. His
dedication to the betterment of others is a beacon of light in the midst of grief.

He touched so many lives with his own, and will be remembered with both love and reverence.

May he find the rest he so tirelessly earned.

Joel is preceded in death by his wife of 25 years, Carol Roth; parents; and two brothers.
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Joel will be dearly missed by his daughter, Valerie Cruz of Kunkletown, PA; long-time companion,
Barbara Silvey; and many beloved extended family and friends.

Services in Montclair, New Jersey will be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations in Joel's memory be made to an

organization very dear to his heart, the Atlanta Humane Society at https://atlantahumane.org/
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Tribute Wall Joel Leon Roth

Davis-Struempf Funeral Home & Crematory shared a Tribute Video.

April 4 at 8:19 AM

AW Anyse Winston posted:

Joel was the most brilliant person I ever met. Our connection mainly was through his daughter.

Although I only saw him a few times in 37 years, I considered him a friend. In the last year we spoke

about his book and his charitable work. I tried calling today and then Googled his name and was

shocked and saddened. Rest in peace dear friend and know that your advice helped me very much.

Anyse

May 15 at 6:14 PM

DT Debbie Thomas posted:

Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there is a trail of beautiful memories. Your family are in my

thoughts and prayers. Joel was a very special man to many and left a wonderful legacy. He will be

greatly missed!

April 5 at 11:24 AM

MC

Debbie Thomas April 4 at 6:41 PM

Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there is a trail of beautiful memories. Your family are in my

thoughts and prayers. Joel was a very special man to many and left a wonderful legacy. He will

be greatly missed!

Mona And Keith Cross lit a candle in honor of Joel.

Joel was a wonderful man, mentor and human. He was there for me any time I

needed to talk or ask questions. He was a very valued member of our family and

will never be forgotten. Fly high Joel and enjoy the view. We will meet again. Love

you lots!

April 3 at 7:23 PM

DT
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Media Joel Leon Roth

Davis-Struempf Funeral Home & Crematory shared a Tribute Video. April 4 at 8:19 AM

Mona And Keith Cross April 4 at 12:55 PM

Great tribute for a very good man.

SCAN TO WATCH

TRIBUTE VIDEO

MC
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Joel by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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